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Demand on chaplaincies sparks call for volunteers 

il R33I 



by Malcolm Bradbrook 

VOLUNTEERS are sought to help hospital 
chaplaincies with an increased demand to 
support patients and their relatives. 

Support from the chaplaincies is more 
in demand than ever and ranges from 
simple conversations to participating in 
prayer groups and bereavement memorial 
services. 

Wexham Park Hospital in Slough has 
become increasingly reliant on volunteers 
since 2012 as demand for its services has 
risen by 40 per cent. The Revd Jennifer 
Sistig said that on top of the traditional 
religious counsel that is carried out, 
spiritual and pastoral care is more 
frequently requested. 

“Just the simple of act of conversation 
is something that is very important to 
some people in hospital,” she added. The 
hospital now has 38 Anglican volunteers, 
26 Roman Catholic volunteers and an 
imam who runs Friday prayers. Jennifer 
says there are regularly 100 requests from 
patients for support on the chaplaincy 
board at any one time. 

Volunteers are now supported with 
a thorough structure at the hospital, 
which includes a training course of 
seven sessions, an interview with the 
lead chaplain, and ongoing support and 
supervision. 

To help with recognition the hospital has 
introduced a uniform and the lilac polo 
shirt is a recognisable feature on wards 
across Wexham Park. The chaplaincy team 
does Sunday morning visiting, as well as 
ad hoc support through conversation and 
prayer. They also run other support such 
as memorial services for the bereaved and 
carol singing at Christmas. 

Similarly, Oxford University Hospitals 
Trust (OUH) has trained volunteers 
working in its chaplaincy. The trust 
is made up of Oxfords John Radcliffe 


Hospital, Churchill Hospital, Nuffield 
Orthopaedic Hospital, and the Horton 
General Hospital in Banbury. 

Lead Chaplain, Margaret Whipp, said: 
“Some people have a real sense of calling, 
and tremendous gifts of warmth and 
compassion to come alongside people 
when they are ill, just simply to take an 
interest in them as human beings. 

“We have a wide range of very skilled 
volunteers who help us; predominantly 
by visiting on a ward each week,” says 
Margaret. “Last year we recruited about 
a dozen volunteers who have made a 
fantastic impact across the hospitals in 
giving extra support. They are particularly 
appreciated in wards where people may 
be a long way from home or undergoing 
traumatic treatment and the patients 
very much benefit from someone who can 
support, listen, and perhaps pray.” 

The trust has around 20 chaplaincy 
volunteers and is looking for more. “This 


is a deeply rewarding role for someone 
with real commitment who is seeking to 
develop their pastoral skills. Our next 
training programme begins in January. 
We welcome applications by the end of 
October,” added Margaret. 

OUH volunteer Martin started working 
with the chaplaincy in January. “The 
notion occurred to me just over a year 
ago when I was an out-patient at the 
eye department. I was sitting there, 
as sometimes you do, and I saw some 


notices that attracted my attention about 
volunteering. I go to one ward - a male 
medical ward - once a week. I listen to 
patients and talk to them as the staff and 
patients themselves wish.” 

Its not just big city hospitals that require 
support. In the case of the Oxford Health 
NHS Trust, the greatest need is in the 
community hospitals in Abingdon, Witney, 
Bicester, Wallingford, Oxford City and 
Didcot. 


How to get involved 

• To volunteer or find out more about volunteering contact the Oxford Health NHS 
Trust chaplaincy on 01 865 902760 or spiritual.care@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 

• To volunteer or find out more about volunteering at the OUH chaplaincy call 
01 865 857921 or email chaplaincy@ouh.nhs.uk. 

• To volunteer at Wexham contact the chaplaincy on 01 276 6041 84 or email fph. 
chaplaincyteam@fhft.nhs.uk. 

Volunteers are required to provide references and undergo training as well as 
statutory checks such as DBS. 
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2 News 




by Jill Moody 

SMALL groups of people from the Diocese of Oxford have been arriving in South Africa 
ahead of a summit with the linked diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman. They have been 
spending time with their link churches. Breyan and Janet Knowles from St John the Baptist 
in Moulsford travelled to Huhudi last week to share services and time with friends at St 
Philip's, their link, as well as visiting local schools and hospitals. They also visited a church in 
Dithakwaneng, which is part of St Philip's. 

St John's and St Philip's say their partnership is about spiritual growth and growing 
together as two parishes. They have shared materials and ideas over the past year. Breyan 
and Janet also met members of the youth ministry team at St Philip's and heard how they'd 
spent a busy year doing outreach and campaigning work. The youth group (which takes 
members aged from 1 8 to 35) had provided a soup kitchen for young children in the parish 
and had organised a march in the town to raise awareness of issues such as child abuse and 
violence against women. One of the youth members from the church will be at the summit 
in Kimberley along with youth workers from both dioceses. 

Diocesan youth advisor, Ian McDonald, who will be at the summit said: "Young people are 
a key part of church wherever church is. Not to involve them is to miss out part of the body: 
their questions help and challenge us. One of the things I am excited about is that we don't 
have a set list of common themes that we are going to explore, we will see what emerges 
in conversation and discussion. The issues and the opportunities we have in common 
will be a fruitful piece of learning; the things that are very different will also lead to some 
opportunities to see things with fresh eyes." 


South African summit gathers pace 


kicks off 


Singing for Syrians 201 7 

SINGING for Syrians is a nationwide 
campaign from the Hands Up Foundation 
encouraging anyone and everyone to hold and 
attend concerts to raise money and awareness 
of some of Syria’s most vulnerable people. 

The intiative was started in 2015 by Victoria 
Prentis, the MP for North Oxfordshire, who is 
also the churchwarden at St James, Somerton. 
She got Bicester Churches Together involved 
along with other churches in the diocese. She 
was struck by the plight of those who were 
left behind, unable to escape the horrors of 
war torn Syria. 

This year’s flaship event is in St Margaret’s, 


Westminster on Tuesday 12 December. The 
aim is to outdo last year’s success which saw 
10,000 people attending more than 100 
events and raising £140,000 for Hands Up. 

The money raised goes to projects supported 
by Hands Up in Syria. For more see www. 
singingforsyrians.com where you can 
download all sorts of information, tools and 
ideas to get started. For more information 
on where the funds go, visit the Hands Up 
Foundation page handsupfoundation.org 

You can also find them on twitter @ 

Singing4Syrians and Facebook www. 
facebook.com/singingforsyrians . 


Sainsbury's urged not to ditch 
Fairtrade tea 


LEADING Christian charities and local 
Fairtrade supporters are concerned 
by Sainsbury’s recent move to switch 
some of their own-brand tea away 
from the Fairtrade certification 
system to a new system that the 
supermarket controls. 

Their concerns reflect worries that 
tea producer representatives from 
three Fairtrade Africa networks 
expressed in an open letter. The 
producers stated: “We believe (the 
programme) will strip us of rights and 
benefits attained over the years under 
the Fairtrade system.” 

For example, one way Fairtrade 
aims to enable producers to improve 
their and their communities’ lives is 
by offering them a premium payment 
- in addition to the price for their 
tea - to invest as they choose in their 
businesses and communities. Under 
Sainsbury’s new scheme, however, tea 
farmers would lose direct control of 
the premium. Instead they would have 
to submit proposals to a UK-based 
board, where the proposals would 
need to gain approval in order to 
receive funding. 

These changes would be 
accompanied by the loss of 
independently set standards - 
Sainsbury’s will control its own 
programme. Tea farmers also will 
not be part of the new system’s 
governance structures - whereas 
in Fairtrade, producers help to 
decide on how standards are set and 
implemented. Following consultation 
with producers, the Fairtrade 
Foundation said it cannot partner 
in the programme, which its CEO 
stated “does not yet meet our core 


priniciples, particularly in the area of 
producer empowerment.” 

Agencies that have supported 
Fairtrade from its beginnings, 
including Traidcraft, Christian Aid, 
Tearfund and CAFOD, are calling on 
supporters to protest Sainsbury’s 
move. Their new campaign called 
Don’t Ditch Fairtrade offers 
suggestions for asking Sainsbury’s to 
reconsider its decision. 

However, Sainsbury’s said it has the 
support of the farmers in the pilot, 
and ethical and sustainable sourcing 
remains at the heart of its business. 

The supermarket firm said the 
“Fairly Traded” pilot will deliver 
the same or more financial benefits 
and that the social premium will be 
matched. 

Group Chief Executive, Mike Coupe, 
said: “We have been discussing this 
pilot with the Fairtrade Foundation 
for over two years and have always 
sought to collaborate on the 
development programme. Our door 
remains open to our long-standing 
partner to further discuss working 
together on the pilot for the best 
interests of our farmers, their families 
and communities. We remain the 
world’s biggest retailer of Fairtrade 
products. I would urge you to wait to 
see what results we can deliver before 
making judgments.” 



Jigsaw club brings people together 



ST Hugh's Church, Banbury has found a novel idea to serve the community 
and bring people together. 

The jigsaw club Piece Together has now been going for a year, and has over 
70 members. They meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month to borrow two 
puzzles, have a cup of tea and cake, and have a go at puzzles with new-found 
friends. 

"We now have a vast collection of puzzles from 1 00-3,000 pieces - from 
Wasgijs to Wentworths. I have been surprised by the number of people who 
enjoy a jigsaw. New members come along every month. It is a very mindful 
activity and proven to reduce stress levels and aid concentration," says 
organiser Sue Riches. 

At the beginning of November Piece Together members will be celebrating 
World Jigsaw Day. To find out more or even set up a club in your locality 
contact Sue on 01 295 270371 . 
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Prayer festival is a "gymnasium for underused imaginations" 


by Jo Duckies 

MORE than 200 people took part in 
the seventh annual Festival of Prayer 
organised by the Diocese of Oxford and 
the Bible Reading Fellowship. The parish 
church in Cuddesdon, Oxfordshire, was 
packed as Bishop Steven started the day 
with a reflection on the Lords Prayer. 

Bishop Steven talked about the Just 
Pray video advertising campaign that hit 
the headlines when it was banned from 
cinemas two years ago. The video was 
simply the Archbishop of Canterbury 
saying the Lords Prayer and had been 
produced to be played during the cinema 
adverts before a new Star Wars movie. It 
was banned because it was deemed ‘too 
religious’ by cinema bosses. 

He then gave a fresh perspective on the 
Lord’s Prayer, stating that when we say 
the words and mean them, they build 
resilience in our spirit and call us to live 
to the glory of our creator. “No wonder 
someone wants to suppress them,” said 
Bishop Steven, who then explored a series 
of themes. In conclusion, he said: “There 
are 63 words that take less than a minute 
to say. The early church teaches them to all 
who are coming to faith to provide a centre 
into which everything can follow and from 
which everything can lead.” 

From the parish church, the festival- 
goers walked back to Ripon College, where 
they attended a variety of seminars on 


prayer-related themes. Mindfulness, 
mysticism and spirituality and dementia 
were among the themes of the seminars. 
Attendees were also given the chance to 
complete a Cuddesdon parish prayer walk 
and walk a labyrinth on the lawn in the 
grounds of the picturesque college. 

Karen Laister, head of sales, finance 
and operations for BRF, was one of the 
main organisers. She said: “It’s been really 
encouraging how many people have told 
us how good they felt it was. They loved 
Bishop Steven and how he introduced 
his keynote address. It’s growing on the 
strength of previous years. It is meeting a 
need for people to come and be refreshed 
and engage with prayer and spirituality in 
new ways. Ripon College is such a gorgeous 
setting for a Festival of Prayer event. 
What’s really nice is that it fits in with 
Bishop Steven’s focus on the Beatitudes 
and his themes of Contemplative, 
Compassionate and Courageous. We want 
to build on those themes again next year.” 

The Revd Canon Andrew Meynell, 
also one of the organisers, said: “We got 
feedback from one participant saying it 
was a much more focussed day, which I 
take to mean more contemplative than 
before. There was a lovely quote that we 
found from Benedict Nightingale, quoted 
in Mark Oakley’s Collage of God: “The 
Theatre/ Church/ Fesival of Prayer may be 
the last place where we can gather together 
and, helped by a few people, construct 


dreams and share fancies. It will be a 
gymnasium for underused imaginations.” 

The 2018 Festival of Prayer takes place 
on Saturday 7 July. The keynote speaker 
will be John Bell, a Church of Scotland 
minister, hymn writer, broadcaster 
and a member of the Iona Community. 

As the seventh Festival of Prayer got 
underway, two brand new festivals were 
taking place in the Diocese of Oxford; 


the Festival of Preaching in Oxford 
and the Dazzle festival in Reading. For 
reports on these turn to page 15. 


Bishop Steven's address was based 
on a blogpost that can be read here: 

blogs.oxford.anglican.org/seven- 

reasons-to-ban-the-lords-prayer/ 



Bishop Steven sets the tone with his address on the Lord's Prayer. Photo Katrina Edmunds 


Church transformed in Milton 

A 14th Century church 
has been transformed 
into space fit for a modern 
day community in Milton, 

Oxfordshire. 

The re-ordering began in 
March and has now been 
completed at St Blaise 
Church. The church now has 
a new toilet and kitchen 
with an oak screen. Under- 
floor heating and a new 
stone floor have been installed and the fixed pews have been removed. 
Some of the pews have been adapted to create moveable seating. 

The nave and north aisle can now be used as a flexible space, ideal for 
community events as well as church services. The building work has 
been dedicated by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, the Bishop of Dorchester, 
at a service that marked the beginning of the DAMASCUS Parish. St 
Blaise is one of five churches in the parish. 

See page 1 1 for more on work to keep churches relevant in the 21st 
century 




Serving tea in Dorchester for 40 years 


DORCHESTER Abbey’s Tea 
Room celebrated 40 years since 
it first opened its doors to 
visitors with a special Tea Room 
day and a volunteers’ party. 

Dorchester put out the bunting 
for a birthday Tea Room event, 
serving 1977 cake at 1977 
prices. Regulars sat around the 
communal tables and share their 
experiences over the years. The 
founder, Lettice Godfrey was 
remembered for her incredible 
generosity and ferocious 
approach to those who took too 
much butter and jam with their 
scones. As always, customers 
calculated their own bills and 
were pleasantly surprised by the 
4 Op cake. 

In the evening over 50 


volunteers past and present 
got together to raise a glass of 
champagne and eat cake (what 
else?) to celebrate 40 years 
of welcome and fundraising 


for charity - an incredible 
achievement. They were 
delighted to be joined by some of 
the original Tea Room team and 
Lettice Godfrey’s family. 


New schools trust for Bucks and 


THE Oxford Diocese has launched a 
new multi-academy trust for schools in 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes. The 
new trust builds on the highly successful 
Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust (ODST), 
which serves Oxfordshire and the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead. 

The Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education has responded to requests 
from headteachers in Buckinghamshire 
for their own multi academy trust. The 
result is the new Oxford DicoesanDiocesan 
Buckinghamshire Schools Trust (ODBST). 

The trust celebrates its links to schools 
in Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
that will now be able to become academies. 
They will keep their individual identities 


and protect their church foundations 
while ensuring that headteachers remain 
in charge of their own schools and 
governing bodies responsive to their local 
communities and parents. 

The aims of the trust are rooted in 
Christian values; committed to educational 
excellence; celebrating a calling to serve 
our pupils, staff, parents and the local 
community and with a passion to foster 
and share the strengths of our unique 
schools. 

The Secretary of State has already issued 
permission for five schools to begin their 
journey into the trust. These are Chesham 
Bois CE, Padbury CE, Great Horwood CE 
and Twyford CE and Thomas Harding, a 


Milton Keynes. 

local authority school that also recognises 
that ODBST will provide the support 
to become even better. The trust is also 
speaking to a further 11 schools that are 
interested in becoming academies. 

Chairman of the Board of Education 
and of ODBST, Right Revd Alan Wilson, 
(Bishop of Buckingham) said: “The new 
trust is an exciting advance for the diocese 
and celebrates our commitment to schools 
and governing bodies in Bucks and 
Milton Keynes. The work of the diocese 
in education is well known and it is great 
to be able to be part of the next exciting 
development for our schools, helping 
to ensure that our headteachers and 
governors are free to ensure our pupils get 
the best of opportunities.” 


A Light Shines for the 
bereaved 

A Light Shines in the Darkness is a service 
for anyone who has lost a baby through 
miscarriage, still birth or sudden in- 
fant death. There will be resources and 
information about further support at the 
service at St Peter's, Chalfont St Peter in 
Buckinghamshire. This is for mums, dads, 
grandparents, family and friends whose 
life has been touched by the loss of a 
baby however long ago. The service takes 
place on Saturday 14 October at, 6:30pm 
Please contact us on http://csp.church/ 
with any questions. (The service coincides 
with baby loss awareness week see 
https://babyloss-awareness.org.) 
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Services of Nine Lessons and Carols 

23rd and 24th December 2017 

The ever-popular services of Nine Lessons and Carols in Christ Church Cathedral will take 
place at 7:30pm on Saturday 23rd December and 3pm on Sunday 24th December. 

As in previous years, tickets will be available from Oxford Playhouse. There is no charge for 
tickets (but you will be charged £1 for postage). 


Tickets will be available from 10am on Monday 20th November 2017. 

Online: www.ticketsoxford.co. uk 

In person: Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont Street, Oxford, UK, OXI 2LW 

By phone: Box Office: 01865 305305 Administration and Enquiries: 01865 305300 

Please note: 

• The maximum number of tickets is 4 per application. We ask you please to apply only for the number required 
so that as many people as possible have a chance to attend these services. 

• Tickets are for entrance to the service and not for a particular area or seat. 

• Seats will be allocated to all on a first come, first served basis. 

• Seats are held until 20 minutes before each service begins when unoccupied seats are released. 

• Those without tickets may therefore wish to come on the day and queue for a short period, although we 
cannot guarantee admission. 


Fairer 

Finance 

G OLD RIBBO N 

Home insurance 


Choose award-winning home 
insurance for a fairer deal 

We're proud to say that Ecclesiastical has come top of the Fairer Finance table of home 
insurance providers. We scored highly for customer happiness, complaints handling and 
being open and transparent, and the ranking reflects the excellent standard of cover and 
levels of service we offer you. 

Call free now for a quote 0800 917 3345 

(8am to 6pm weekdays) 

www.ecclesiastical.com/homeinsurance 


25% OFF 

Work or volunteer in 
the church? 

Take out Contents and 
Buildings insurance together 
online and save 25°/o*. 


The usual underwriting terms and criteria apply. ‘Minimum premiums apply. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance Office pic Reg. No. 24869 is registered in England at Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1 JZ, UK and 
is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. 
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Messy Church does science 



HUNDREDS of families took the unusual 
opportunity to visit the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory for Messy Church 
Does Science. The event was so popular 
that the visitor centre at the laboratory 
in Oxfordshire and the Bible Reading 
Fellowship had to schedule morning and 
afternoon sessions and there was still a 
waiting list of people wanting to join in. 

With a grant awarded by Scientists in 
Congregations, Messy Church has been 
able to develop resources, including a 
book to explore the ‘big thinking’ and 
‘big questions’ link between science and 
faith and has included help from working 
scientists and theologians. 

Lucy Moore, the founder of Messy 
Church, said: “Messy Churches are hot 
on discovery, experimentation and 
exploration; could we encourage even 


more Messy Church groups to feel 
confident about using science in the 
activity time, so that families would 
understand that the Church celebrates 
science and rejoices in it?” 


The Rutherford Appleton event was a 
‘roadshow’ to highlight the new science 
resources and to provide fun sessions for 
children, parents and grandparents at 
the end of the summer holidays. Pictured 
above is one of the experiements. Photo: 
Jo Duckies 


Watch a video the event at: www. 
oxford.anglican.org/messy-church- 
science/ See www.brfonline.org for 
details of the Messy Church book. 


Win family activity books from Messy Church 


NEW from Messy Church are Family Question Time and Christmas Family Time mini books 
filled with activities designed to help families explore their faith. 


Brightly illustrated with an all-age appeal, Family Question Time is full of quizzes, 
activities and questions to help families 
explore faith at home and with friends. It 
asks questions about changing the world and 
trusting Jesus. 


mm 

MESSY 

Nl 





Christmas Family Time is designed for 
families to use in the Christmas holidays. It 
transfers the core values of Messy Church 
to the home and family context encouraging 
families to talk together, be creative, be 
hospitable, be Christ-centred and celebratory, 
and includes activities for all ages. 


LUCY MOORE 

CHRISTMAS 
FAMILY TIME 


The Door has five sets of Family Question 
Time and Christmas Family Time to give away 
in this month’s prize draw. To win send your 
name and address to Messy Church mini book 
prize draw, The Door, Church House Oxford, 
Langford Locks, Langford Lane, Kidlington, 
0X5 IGF or email reception@oxford.anglican. 
org to reach us no later than Monday 9 
October. 



Competition winners 

THE winners of the competition in 
the September issue of the Door are 
Glyn Thomas of Donnington, Raj 
Singhe of Earley and Patricia Jenkins 
of West Hendred.They each win a 
copy of Writes of the Church by Gary 
Alderson. 


WITH MARTYN PAYNE 
& JANE LEAOBETTER 


FAMILY 

QUESTION TIME 

check out the adventure! 




Advent resources from Bishop Steven 


AS part of the Bishop of Oxford’s 
invitation for everyone to explore 
the Beatitudes, the diocese will be 
producing a three-session course in 
time for Advent. It’ll be suitable for 
small groups, in the style of the Pilgrim 
discipleship course materials and will 
consist of a 32 page booklet written 
by Bishop Steven alongside audio and 
video resources. 

There will also be an audio version 
of the course available. Bishop Steven 
said:’Tm hoping churches will use this 
specially written resource to help them 
study and understand the Beatitudes. 
For me the Beatitudes have eight 


beautiful qualities, but eight is quite a 
lot to remember so I’ve been keen to 
capture what they mean in three words: 
contemplative, compassionate and 
courageous. I want people to be asking 
what do these words teach us and tell us 
about Jesus, what do they tell us about 
being human in the 21 st century and 
what do they tell us about what kind of 
church we’re called to be." 

The booklets will be available to order 
in plenty of time for Advent (full details 
to follow at www.oxford.anglican.org 
Please email reception@oxford.anglican. 
org to register an interest in the 
materials. 


"Has science killed God?" 


THAT is the question that will launch 
a lecture series organised by All Saints’ 
Church in Faringdon this month. 

The Revd Dr Steve Bellamy, the vicar, 
said: “The idea is to encourage folk that 
there is no clash between the results 
of modern science and our faith and 
to encourage both those studying at 
university and those working in science 
that they can be whole hearted scientists 
and whole hearted Christians.” 

Steve added that the talks are not just 
for scientists. “Everyone is welcome, not 
just those with a science background.” 

The first talk, Has science killed God is on 
Thursday 12 October. The series continues 
with Creation or Evolution: Do we have to 
choose on Friday 3 November, Designer 



Babies: should we play God? on Thursday 11 
January 2018 and God or the Big Bang on 
Thursday 8 February 2018. The talks start 
at 7.30pm and take place at the Faringdon 
Corn Exchange, 5 Market Place, Faringdon 
SN7 7HL. 


Free film resource from Mothers' Union 


MOTHERS’ Union has produced a 
Victoria & Abdul companion booklet 
in partnership with Damaris Media to 
coincide with the recent release of the 
film of the same name. Printed copies 
will be sent to members throughout 
the UK and a downloadable version is 
available on the Mothers’ Union website. 

This historical drama reveals 
the extraordinary true story of an 
unexpected friendship in the later years 
of Queen Victoria’s (Dame Judi Dench) 
remarkable rule. When Abdul Karim (Ali 
Fazal), a young clerk, travels from India 
to participate in the Queen’s Golden 
Jubilee, he is surprised to find favour 
with the Queen herself. 

As the Queen questions the 
constrictions of her long-held position, 
the two forge an unlikely and devoted 
alliance with a loyalty to one another 
that her household and inner circle all 
attempt to destroy. As the friendship 
deepens, the Queen begins to see a 
changing world through new eyes and 
joyfully reclaims her humanity. 

’’We are delighted to be providing 
this free resource. Any opportunity like 
this to give our members something 
interesting to engage in is great," said 
Daniel McAllister, Mother’s Union’s Head 
of Fundraising and Communications. 
"With Victoria and Abdul's release, I 
am excited that members, churches 
and the wider public will not only be 
entertained, but will be able to access 



VICTORIA&ABDUL 


a tool, through the booklet, which 
highlights the enormous policy and 
culture change issues we face around 
the world today." 

The issues addressed within the film of 
breaking down barriers and welcoming 
the stranger are reflected upon from 
a biblical perspective in the booklet. 
Queen Victoria was Mothers' Union’s 
first royal patron. Throughout the 
movement's 140 year history, Mothers' 
Union has spoken out against injustice 
and advocated for policy change at 
all levels. Mothers’ Union believes the 
themes running through Victoria & Abdul 
are as relevant today as they were then. 

Download the booklet at www. 
mothersunion.org/VictoriaAndAbdul 
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five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 
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five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 


You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 
of 30 , 000 , at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 
High Wycombe and Milton Keynes. 

We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 
newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 1 70 , 000 . 

To find out more, contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


Treat yourself to a great read 


TD 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


9 


Gilead Foundations is a Therapeutic Community, 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 

for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug 

or alcohol abuse, homelessness, 

gambling, eating disorders, 

self harm, and other f 

addictive behaviours. W 


If you, or someone you know, 
would like more information about 
Gilead or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Carole Harris 
Tel: 01 837 851240 

Fax: 01837 851520 
Carole.Harris@gilead.org.uk 


Based on a 300 acre 
dairy farm in rural 
Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 
Prevention programme 
with our clients. 


www.gilead.org.uk 
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by the Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft 

I am inviting everyone in the Diocese 
to do something very simple but 
life changing over the next year. I’m 
asking you to join in exploring the 
Beatitudes in Matthew 5.1-10. 

We are a large and complex network of 
more than 1,000 churches, chaplaincies 
and schools in one of the great crossroads 
of the world. We have a common calling 
and vision: to become a more Christ- 
like church so we can better serve the 
communities of Oxfordshire, Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire, and our fragmented 
world. 

To be more Christ-like means to catch a 
fresh vision of Christ. The Beatitudes are 
a self-portrait of Jesus. They show us that 
to be more Christ-like means to be more 
contemplative, more compassionate and 
more courageous. Being contemplative 
means to spend time with God. To be 
contemplative is to be poor in spirit, meek 
and pure in heart. Compassionate people 
feel and show sympathy and concern for 
others. A compassionate church mourns 
with the worlds suffering and is full of 
mercy which leads to action. 


Courageous people are whole-hearted. 

A courageous church will be hungry and 
thirsty for justice, seeking peace and 
reconciliation and willing to bear the cost 
of our discipleship. 

In the Beatitudes, Jesus speaks words of 
joy and hope and blessing to the Church, 
not words of doom, despair or blame. I 
believe that we need to learn to speak of 
the Church God loves in this register of 
joy and hope and blessing. As we dwell 
in this passage I hope God will open our 
eyes to the many good things which are 
already happening as well as rekindling 
our vision as we look forward together. 
What will it look like in the future if we are 
a more contemplative, compassionate and 
courageous church? And what difference 
would it make? None of us has all the 
answers. We want as many people as 
possible to interact with the developing 
vision and ideas as well as sharing their 
experiences of what is happening in the 
Church today. 

As we explore what it means to be 
a Christ-like Church we also seek to 
understand where God wants us to 
focus our God-given resources, time and 
talent. The Bishops Council has agreed 



to establish working groups to explore 
six areas for future strategic work. These 
remain flexible and will evolve, we hope, 
in dialogue with your explorations of what 
it means to be a more contemplative, 


compassionate and courageous church. 

I love to bake my own bread. I’m amazed 
at the power locked up in tiny grains of 
yeast - enough to make a whole batch of 
flour rise. Jesus said: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of 
flour until all of it was leavened”. The 
Beatitudes are all about the kingdom of 
heaven: Gods vision for human life. They 
are a self-portrait of Jesus, the one who 
brings life in all its fullness. Lets take this 
good yeast in the coming year and mix 
it and work it and knead it through the 
church to bring renewal, hope, fresh vision 
and joy. 

The Rt Revd Dr Steven Croft, the 
Bishop of Ojcford, is pictured making 
bread for the staff at Church House 
Oxford. Photo: Jo Duckies. 


This is a shortened version of a blog 
written by Bishop Steven. To read it 
go to www.oxford.anglican.org. 



The Ven. Olivia Graham 
reflects on what it means to be 
contemplative. 

I t was the strangest of journeys. We 
were beyond hope, beyond thinking, 
beyond even imagining what 
tomorrow would bring. We just put 
one foot in front of the other, leaving the 
city and its gruesome scandal and idle 
tales behind us and heading for home. 

The man joined us on the road - from 
where, quite, we couldn’t tell. And 
although we didn’t feel like chatting, he 
soon got out of us why we were so wrung 
out. So we continued the journey, not 
noticing the miles as he broke open for 
us an immense story we had not grasped. 
And arriving, sat down and watched him 
break open the loaf of bread which lay 
before us, then gone. In that moment 
we saw him and understood that he was 
author, narrator, and chief actor in a vast 
mystery, a cosmic passion play. 

Sieger Koder captures the moment when 
Jesus vanishes, and the two disciples are 
left at the table in Emmaus. One gazes, 
hand uplifted, at the bright intensity of 
the silhouette at the end of the table. 

The other holds the broken bread with 
reverence, wondering at its meaning. The 
wine is ruby in the glasses. The scrolls 
of Torah are spread out. There is a great, 
timeless pause. We are invited into this 
scene of contemplation, of wondering 
immersion in mystery, as we strive with 
these, our brothers, to enter into the 
meaning of what has happened. 

What does it mean for us to be 
contemplative? It is a deep enquiry of 
mind, spirit, imagination. It’s a letting 
go; immersing ourselves in the Other. It’s 
a slow journeying, ever deeper, into the 
mind and heart of God. Contemplation is 
not about what we do, it’s about who we 
are, and what we do springs from it. As 
contemplative people we are constantly 
formed and re-formed in loving 
relationship with Christ and one another. 
A contemplative heart is one that listens, 


Contemplative 


longs, learns, one that wonders, cherishes, 
reflects and yearns. 

A heart nourished by the bread and the 
wine which is Christ himself, constantly 
broken and poured out for us in 
incomprehensible love. A heart filled with 
wonder at the beauty and complexity of the 


whole of creation, its beat almost stopping 
at the sight of the new dawn breaking or 
the dragonfly’s wing. A heart enlarged 
by the Word of God as it is taken in, 
savoured, allowed to settle, connect and 
speak both truth and comfort into our joy, 
sadness and turbulence. 


A heart which stills itself as a small child 
in its parent’s arms, ceases to struggle, 
relaxes and breathes softly. A heart which 
opens itself like a flower to the reality and 
presence of Love to bathe and permeate 
it. 

A contemplative Church is one which 
deeply knows and deeply understands 
its identity - what it really means to 
be in Christ; what it really means to be 
one; to be connected, in communion, in 
relationship with friend and stranger 
and with this lovely and troubled world. 
Contemplation is the place from which 
the Church must engage with the world, 
for if it does not start from here, it has 
nothing to say, nothing to offer. It has 
but a tale ‘Told by an idiot, full of sound 
and fury, Signifying nothing’. 


Stay with us, Lord 

For the day is far spent 

And we have not yet recognised your face 

In each of our brothers and sisters. 


Stay with us, Lord, 

For the day is far spent 

And we have not yet shared your bread 

In grace with our brothers and sisters. 


Stay with us, Lord, 

For the day is far spent 

And we have not yet listened to your Word 

In the words of our brothers and sisters. 


Stay with us, Lord, 

Because our very night becomes day 
When you are there. 

Who do you say that lam? 


Worship hook of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Seoul 1989) 


The Ven. Olivia Graham is the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 
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Our talented designers can give 
your business or event a great 
look. We can source images and 
proof read your print media. 
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8 Saving our cl 

THE Door looks at a project that has seen churches play a major role in protecting children's centres in 
Oxfordshire despite government cutbacks. 

by Gwen Davies 

T his time last year we were facing 
the loss of Oxfordshire childrens 
centres and a very small window 
of opportunity when communities 
could bid to take over their activities 
from Oxfordshire County Council. What 
a difference a year makes, and what a 
difference the county’s churches have made. 

Churches have proved how crucial they are 
in bringing people together from across the 
community to do a fantastic job stepping in 
where no-one else can, or wants to. 

As a result, there are 27 community run 
projects and seven of those are run under 
the umbrella of faith groups. More than 
anything, local churches have demonstrated 
the strength of their faith in responding to 
the needs of their wider community, and 
their ability to take a risk and work closely 
with those outside their own church. 

On show was the determination and 
persistence to ensure local families didn’t 

"GroW" plants seed 

G roW is a vibrant and active 

partnership between parents, 
children’s organisations, 
councillors and St John’s Church 
in Grove. With funding from Oxfordshire 
County Council, Wantage Town Council 
GroW is planning sessions in St John’s 
Church, Grove and the Beacon event venue 
in Wantage. 

There will be a focus on areas of social 
deprivation and the scheme initially expects 
to support more than 100 families. Grove 
and Wantage are experiencing rapid housing 
development and GroW knows that in the 
future it will need to expand. 

Planning for a replacement for the 
children’s centre was not easy as local 
organisations and activists in both 
communities were reluctant to take on 
responsibility for such a large project with 
such a small window of time. For several 


Getting a project started: 

The Locality Community Support Service (LCSS) provides advice and guidance to schools, health services, and voluntary, faith and 
community groups to support vulnerable children, young people and families within their community. 

• LCSS North Tel: 0345 241 2703 LCSS.North@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• LCSS Central Tel: 0345 241 2705 LCSS.Central@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

• LCSS South Tel: 0345 241 2608 LCSS.South@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Oxford Diocese Youth, Children, and Families Service supports, encourages, and resources churches in their ministry with children 
and can advise churches on how to develop their work with the community to take on more universal open access activities. 

Yvonne Morris 01865 208255 yvonne.morris@oxford.anglican.org 
www.oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/youthandchildren/children/ 

Viva's Doorsteps network can support you in the first steps of identifying needs and bringing together relevant groups to discuss 
potential proposals. They can also offer advice on mapping community needs, k.thompson@viva.org and 07708 1 8401 2 

Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary Action (OCVA) is the place to start if you need specific expertise on governance, policy 
development, organisational models, and working with volunteers. OCVA can also help by sharing best practice, help with developing 
partnerships, advising on researching needs as well as help with funding applications, www.ocva.org.uk or email angela.cristofoli@ 
ocva.org.uk 

The Oxfordshire Family Information Service website (OXFIS) enables families to find out about childcare, support and activities. 
Posters and flyers are still important ways to find out about activities but parents, carers and grandparents are getting online and 89 
per cent of all adults and 90 per cent of 55-64 yr olds are regularly using the internet. 

In a typical 12 month period the toddler group pages on OXFIS can have 21,000 views, and the number of groups registering their 
information is growing. In the Dorchester deanery alone the percentage of church groups registering their children's activities has 
grown from 23 per cent to 96 per cent. 

It's free to register your group's activities at https://tinyurl.com/OFIS-Directory. Once you have registered you can sign in and see 
and update your listing. 


lose out. The Church demonstrated it is a 
trusted and stable organisation with the 
structures and policies in place to take on 
community projects. 

“...local churches have 
demonstrated the 
strength of their faith in 
responding to the needs of 
their wider community...” 

The move to early years support being run 
entirely within the community is uncharted 
territory and the diverse groups involved 
have different ways of working. But they are 
unified by their desire to provide safe, high 
quality early years support, and reassure 
families, referring agencies and funders that 
their provision is of good quality. Everyone 


is positive about the future but there are 
gaps in provision, particularly in rural areas, 
and churches are indicating that they want 
to do more. 

That also means that all the support 
organisations such as the diocese, children’s 
charity Viva Network, the county council, 
and Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary 
Action need to think differently about what 
support for the voluntary, community, and 
faith sector looks like. 

Over the next few months there will 
be joint networking, training and advice 
sessions to help existing groups manage 
their new projects and to guide those 
communities, local organisations, churches 
and faith groups who are taking the first 
steps in thinking about what they can do. 

Gwen Davies is the Oxford Diocesan 
Projects Officer . 


of togetherness in Wantage and Grove 


months it looked as though the opportunity 
to bid for council funding would be missed, 
but St John’s Church stepped in with 
the rector, the Revd John Durant, as the 
steadying and supportive influence. 

"... it is great to see young 
parents volunteering to 
support and encourage 
each other...” 

From there things changed rapidly and 
some amazing people got involved. They ran 
consultation events, wrote articles, designed 
posters, helped shape the project and 
actively engaged with potential funders and 
supporters. The project became GroW. 

The 12-strong GroW Management Group 
is a community-led sub-group of the PCC, 


which recruits and manages staff, manages 
the business plan and finances, and reports 
to the PCC. 

John said “GroW is very exciting and it is 
great to see young parents volunteering to 
support and encourage each other. Part of 
St John’s vison as a Christ-centred church 
is to help develop good community so I 
am delighted that GroW is drawing people 
together to ensure Grove and Wantage 
continue to be caring neighbourhoods.” 
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Kidlington Hub "buzzing" with activity 


S t Johns is a church on Sundays and, 
during the rest of the week, ‘buzzes’ 
with people, community activities, 
and the new Kidlington Community 
Hub which has taken over from the closed 
Kaleidoscope Children’s Centre. 

The Hub is employing staff to work 
alongside church staff and volunteers to 
run ‘open to all’ sessions and transform the 
outdoor space into a usable, educational 
outdoor play area, with storage and 
additional office space. But this wouldn’t 
happen without people and funding. 

The Revd Martin Davis knew the 
Community Hub needed to belong to the 
whole community to succeed and, together 
with the Revd Laura Biron- Scott, set 
up a management team which included 
representatives of the PCC, service users, 
Kidlington and Hampton Poyle Parish 
Councils, and local schools. The PCC is still 
the accountable body for the Kidlington 
Hub, but the Management Team manages 
the Hub, service planning, and compliance. 

Laura said: “We have been overwhelmed 
by everyone’s confidence in us to run 
services which are for everybody in the 
community.” 

The Churches Together in Kidlington 
grant of £12,000 helped the Hub obtain 



£30,000 from Oxfordshire County Council, 
£7,000 pa from Kidlington Parish Council 
and £4,000 pa from Hampton Poyle Parish 
Council.” 

There is something happening every 
day at the Hub, including Special Stars for 
children with additional needs, stay and 
play sessions for children aged up to five, 
the community health clinic, and midwife 
appointments. 



Church and school team up in Chipping Norton 



A lthough Chipping Norton is 
seen as an idyllic place to live, 
many families experience rural 
deprivation with little or no 
access to transport, and are often reluctant 
to seek help when they need it. An early bid 
to Oxfordshire County Council from the 
nursery at the ACE Centre was only able to 
address part of the gap in provision left by 
the closure of the children’s centre. 

It focused on education and health in the 
under twos, but it didn’t address the more 
universal play and support needs among 
the wider community, including lower 
income families, families from the travelling 
community and those who have English as 
a second language - a gap which St Mary’s 
Church felt strongly about. 

St Mary’s had been working on what 
response the church could make to the 
closure of the children’s centre, and 
the needs of vulnerable families. They 
recognised early on that collaboration and 
communication with other groups involved 
in care for under fives in the area was vital 
in ensuring the best provision for families 
across the town throughout the week. A 
collaboration with St Mary’s CE Primary 


School resulted in a second successful bid to 
Oxfordshire County Council to offer a place 
for parents and young children living on the 
least well resourced side of town to enjoy 
soft play, to connect with each other and 
also to access further services. 

This funding from the County Council, 
along with other funding from the church 
and other sources, means that St Mary’s 
can make a three-year appointment of a 
Children and Families Worker who has 


a dual role of community outreach and 
children’s church ministry. 

Curate, the Revd Martha Simpson, said: 
“The ACE centre was so well used and 
loved that it does leave a big gap. But our 
churches are rising to the challenge. 

“There’s a lot of need here that doesn’t 
always get seen - physical poverty as well 
as complex social and emotional situations. 
We’ve lost that first line of support that 
can mean things don’t deteriorate further, 
and is vitally important to any parent with 
young children at some point. 

“That’s what we’re really working on 
providing with our two weekly under fives 
groups and this new post - brilliantly run, 
friendly and accessible sessions where 
people can find support and company 
whatever their need.” 
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The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 
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enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Erne it it fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD10 17 


Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 

will be 

m ■ ■ ■ | ■ 
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Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 
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OPEN DAY 


WEDNESDAY 
25 OCTOBER 2017 


OO 
online 


Training lifelong 
disciple makers 


WWW.WYCLIFFE.OX.AC.UK 


Excellent 
Bible -centred 
teaching 


WYCLIFFE HALL ? , 

The Evangelical College in the Heart of Oxford 




„ f Faculty of Theology of 

MADRID 

International Summer School of Theology 

July 

explore the intersections between theology, spirituality & the arts 


School Governors: 


could you help us 
complete the team? 


The Diocese of Oxford is seeking people 
with a variety of skills to become 
governors in church schools and 
academies across the 
diocese. 


Being a school governor gives you the opportunity to work with 
the dedicated staff in our schools— helping to improve standards 
and maintain the important local link between school and the 
community it serves. 

Have you skills, experience or enthusiasm which you can bring 
to governorship? 

The role involves attending meetings of the Governing Body 
either once or twice a term, visiting the school and providing 
support and challenge. Training and support will be available from 
both school and diocese. 

We would love to welcome you to our family of schools. If you 
would like to know more about this rewarding role please 
contact the Diocesan Board of Education: 

tracy.richardson@oxford.anglican.org 01865 208242 


Website: www.oxford.anqlican.org/schools 


OXFORD DIOCESAN 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 


Offered in English by an international team of scholars 
from Britain, Spain and the USA. Explore the poetry 
and spirituality of Meister Eckhart, John of the Cross 
and John Donne, and European religious paintings. 
Includes Lectures, seminars and guided tours of 
Madrid's world class museums: El Prado and Thyssen. 

EnroLe now, Limited places, 
website: isst2018.facultadseut.0rg 


Internationa! 

SUMMER 
SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY 


Fundacton 
FEDERICO 
FLIEDNER 


seut 


OXFORD CENTRE FOR 

Christianity 
and Culture 


Public Lectures: Michaelmas Term 2017 


16 October The David Nlcholls Memorial Lecture 

(New) Governors of the Dew 

Professor Andrew Leak, Professor of French and Francophone Studies 
University College, London 

'Inclusion': Educational, Cultural and Theological Perspectives 

23 October Sexuai Orientation and Religion: Legal Rights, Educative Process and inclusive Change 
Professor Paul Weller, Research Fellow in Religion and Society, Regent's Park College 
& Professor in the Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations, Coventry University 

30 October Culture, Religion and Inclusion: Theological Reflections 

The Revd Dr Nicholas Wood, Director of the Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 
and Fellow in Religion and Culture, Regent's Park College 

6 November Welcoming Difference: Inclusion and Disability 

The Revd Professor Frances Young FBA, Professor Emerita, University of Birmingham 

13 November Inclusion, Identity and Cultural Diversity 

Professor Robert Beckford, Professor of Theology and Culture in the African Diaspora 
Canterbury Christ Church University 

20 November inclusion and the Multi-Faith University 

The Revd Professor Jane Shaw, Dean for Religious Life, Stanford University, California 

27 November Inclusion and the Dissenting Academy : Lecture & Book Launch 

The Revd Dr Anthony Clarke, Fellow in Pastoral Studies, Regent's Park College 


Jubilee 60 

Regent’s Park College, 

i\iri aftk rford University wW ltt£7 


www.rpc.ox.ac.uk 


Mondays at 5pm 
Regent's Park College 
Oxford, 0X1 2LB 
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Unlocking the potential of our churches 


THE potential of our parish churches for mission and outreach is 
huge. In the latest in our On the Money series, the Door looks at 
how our DAC team helps them to fulfil that potential. 


by Liz Kitch 

H ave you ever thought about 
how your church building 
helps, or perhaps hinders, 
mission? Does the space, light, 
history, and architecture bring people in 
only for the lack of toilet to send them 
straight out of the door after a service? 

Maybe you hope to do work with the 
local school on activities for children 
within the church but there is no clear 
floor space? Or no running water with 
which to offer coffees after services? 

Your church building is a key which, 
if used fully, can unlock limitless 
opportunities for outreach within the 
community, spreading the love of God, 
but perhaps also adding to PCC funds 
through its use as a venue which attracts 
people. 

The Diocesan Advisory Committee for 
the Care of Churches (DAC) team are here 
to help on all matters of church building 
use and care. Every diocese must legally 
have a DAC. The statutory function of 
the DAC is to advise the Chancellor of 
the diocese on all faculty applications 
made by parishes when they want to 
carry out works to their church building 
or churchyard, or introduce or dispose of 
items. Faculty jurisdiction exists to ensure 
that churches are properly cared for and 
that work is properly considered and 
carried out in the most appropriate way. 

The wider committee meets 11 times 
a year and considers around 700 cases 
annually. It is made up of volunteers with 
a wealth of experience and knowledge 
across a number of specialisms. The 
DAC team operate not only as the 
secretariat for the committee, but also 
offer assistance to parishes in developing 



St Mary's Convent in Wantage, Oxfordshire, 
looking west, from the transforming dais 
(where the middle piece slots out to receive 
a concert grand piano) toward the recent 
church office facility under the gallery. 
Photo: DAC Team 


proposals. It is estimated that the team 
provides £2million worth of advice to 
parishes each year. 

From the initial submission of an 
application, or phone call to the office, 
your DAC case officer will be able to offer 
help and support, whether in filling in 
the application forms, reviewing draft 
applications, or attending site to give 
advice on a larger project. If you need to 
carry out any repair works to the church, 
need advice on building maintenance, or 
have a bigger project in mind please do 
get in touch with the DAC team. 


The Diocesan Advisory Committee team: 

Liz Kitch - Senior Church Buildings Officer 

Liz joined the team in July 2016, taking over from Natalie Merry. Liz leads the team, 
reviews major casework applications, and runs other pieces of work to improve 
the support of both church buildings and those who look after them. Liz works full 
time, liz.kitch@oxford.anglican.org 

Sophie Hammond - Assistant Church Buildings Officer 

Sophie is an experienced case officer and has worked with the parishes of the 
diocese for seven years. Sophie has a keen interest in memorials within churches 
and is the case officer for the 1 0 northernmost deaneries. Sophie works part time. 

sophie.hammond@oxford.anglican.org 

Hannah Robertson - Assistant Church Buildings Officer 

Hannah has previously spent time working as an Architectural Technician and 
joined the diocese last year as a full time case officer. Hannah covers the 1 9 
southernmost deaneries, hannah.robertson@oxford.anglican.org 

Christine Fenn - Historic Churches Support Officer 

Christine's role is part funded by Historic England. Whilst Christine supports the 
DAC team with case review her time is predominantly spent providing early stage 
advice and support to parishes looking to install new facilities within their church. 
Christine works full time, christine.fenn@oxford.anglican.org 

Christine Lodge - DAC Administrative Assistant 

Christine joined the DAC team in May 201 7, providing the DAC team with 14 hours 
of administrative assistance each week, christine.lodge@oxford.anglican.org 



Sculptures spark interest in church history 



Sir Robert Dormer, a Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and his wife Mary, mourning over 
the corpse of their son Fleetwood. Photo: David Leeming 


A £100,000 project to conserve two 
marble monuments at Holy Cross and 
St Mary in Quainton, near Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire, has now been 
completed. 

The 17th/18th century monuments are 
to the Dormer family, who were influential 
politically, and of national importance. 

This is a key part of Quainton’s programme 
to open the church to the wider community 
and to encourage a greater interest in its 
historic roots. The sculptures are now back 
in the church and have been blessed by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson. 

The guidance of the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee, Professor Brian Kemp; 
Diocesan Monuments Adviser, and the 
Church Buildings Council was sought, and 
a faculty was needed from the Chancellor 
of the diocese before the work could 
go ahead. A fundraising committee in 
Quainton raised £27,000 through events 
such as a sponsored climbing of the church 
tower and an annual beer festival. More 


funds were raised from various trusts 
including the Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Quainton CE Primary School’s Year Six 
pupils visited to draw the monuments 
and help to clean them. The school 
and Quainton Scouts are researching 
the Dormers and helping to build up a 
picture of life in Quainton in the 17/18th 
centuries. They have also prepared a 
time capsule to be placed in the base of 
the Robert Dormer monument. The 
church is normally open during the day 
and special visits and guided tours can be 
arranged through the churchwarden, David 
Campbell, on 01296 655 243. 
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making technology 
work for people 


APi COMMUNICATIONS 


CHURCH SOUND & 
PROJECTION SPECIALISTS 


SIMPLE SOLUTIONS 

Using our expert knowledge we 
can provide a very simple solution. 

SOUND 

Enable the spoken word and music 
to be clearly heard. 

PROJECTION 

Show your congregation words, pictures 
and video to help bring your message to life. 

CAMERA SYSTEMS 

Give everyone a front row seat using 
cameras and screens. 

WEB STREAMING 

Broadcast your service on the 
internet either live or on demand. 


Tel: 01392 677668 


Email: info@apicommunications.co.uk 
Web: www.churchsoundsystems.co 


Offering bespoke audio visual solutions with free design and 
planning, expert and sympathetic installation, followed by a 
comprehensive handover, training and full aftercare service. 


CRE 2017. 

Rev Cindy Kent 
MBE returns 


The Christian Resources Exhibition 
returns to Sandown Park, Surrey, 17-19 
October 2017 presenting fresh ideas, 
suppliers and resources to thousands of 
people in local church leadership - from 
bishops to treasurers, youth leaders to 
church magazine editors. 

Among several new features at CRE 2017 
will be: 


Museum of the 
Bible - an innovative, 
global, educational 
feature inviting us 
to engage with the 
history, narrative and 
impact of the Bible 

The Compassion 
Experience - a 

unique, interactive 
trailer presenting 
the lives of two real 
children living in 
abject poverty 

Messy Church - 

a conference for 
everyone connected with this highly - 
successful initiative, from seasoned 
campaigners to start ups 

Worship Alive - a conference featuring 
practical seminars and technical 
instruction on all areas of church worship 


Terry Waite 


Almost 200 organisations will display 
everything from pulpits to puppets, 
computers to clergy clothing. A series of 
workshops and seminars for youth leaders 
will be held in the Youth Zone throughout 
all three days, alongside 40 mainstream 
seminars covering a range of practical 
subjects like cyber security and sound 
systems. 


George Verwer 

Special guests include Terry Waite, 
former special envoy to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and Dana, who won the 
Eurovision Song contest in 1970 with All 
Kinds of Everything and went on to 
become an MEP in Ireland. She will open 


to host Cindy’s 
Sofa, her popular 
lunchtime chat 
show featuring a 
range of special 
guests that include 
world 

mission pioneer George Verwer 
and musician Bryn Haworth. 
Opera and pop singer Jonathan 
Veira is in concert at CRE for the 
first time. 

“CRE is all about dedicated men 
and women on dozens of stands 
offering specialist advice on all 
kinds of everything for all types 
of church,” said event director 
Brett Pitchfork. ‘No wonder so 
many people call it the ‘ideal 
church show’. And booking your 
tickets in advance means you 
can save at least 50 per cent on 
dayofentry admission.” 

*CRE 2017 at Sandown Park, Esher, 
Surrey opening hours: Tuesday 17 and 
Wednesday 18 October, 10am-5pm; 
Thursday 19 October, 10am-4.30pm. 
Book your tickets in advance for CRE 
2017 and save at least 50 per cent on day 
of entry admission. Visit www.creonline. 
co.uk for more information. 


Book today at www.creonline.co.uk 
and save 50% 

Cost of entry is £4 when you book in advance.. Croups of three or more: £3 each in advance 
Your treket is valid on any and all three days. 


Oct 17-19 2017 | Sandown Park, Surrey 


No organist? Problem solved! 


Hymnal Plus is the ultimate 
worship music solution. 

This portable music box stores and plays over 2880 
traditional hymns and popular worship songs - all at the 
touch of a button! 

Easily create play lists, control the tempo, change the key 
and even choose your instrumentation. 

With over 7100 hymn book 
entries indexed to 10 
favourite hymn books 
(upgradeable), the great 
sound of Hymnal Plus has 
made it the choice of 
churches across the UK. 


£1999, 


• I 


HymnalPlus* 


For your FREE demo CD... 
Call: Freephone: 0800 043 0503 
Visit: www.hymntechnology.com 


SI39 


Who'is like you, 0 Lord, 
among the gods? Who 




is like you, 
holiness, aw.esome 


glorious 
wonders'?! 
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THE ONLY CALENDAR WITH A FREE 
CHRISTMAS STORY-ACTIVITY BOOR 


MEANINGFUL FEATURES 

• Free 24 page Christmas story-activity book 

• A line of the Christmas story behind each window 

• Foil sealed for freshness 

• Made from quality Fairtrade milk chocolate: 35% Cocoa 

• Palm Oil Free 

• 25 festive chocolate shapes 

• Charitable donation 

• Recyclable box b tray 

A great way to share the 
Christmas story 

The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share the 
Christmas story. Includes our largest 24 page Story 
Activity Booklet illustrated by Alida Massari. 

There's a page for each day of Advent and some fun 
challenges along the way There is aLso a line of the 
Christmas story behind each of the 25 windows. 

Donations from the sales of this calendar will help 
equip a clinic in Kenya. 

How you can help 

We do not have the large marketing budgets of 
Cadbury's so we rely on people spreading the word 
and encouraging others to buy. We hope you can 
help with this. 


FUNZIB0D0 

THE FUNZI AND BDDD TRUST 


ffm TRAIDCRAFT 

FighHrrg poverty through Irodr 


FAIRTRADE 


We selLTbe Real Advent Calendar in two ways: by 
people buying directly from us and through retailers. 

Direct sales are very important for our company as 
they allow us to continue trading. Usually a church, 
school or organisation finds a champion (maybe 
you) who can encourage, put up a poster and sign 
up list, collect the money and put in an order with 
us. The resources at www.realadvent.co.uk will help 
you. You can also order and pay there. If you do buy 
from us then there is free delivery if you order a 
case. 

How to order 

Online - The simplest way to pay 
is to visit our online shop at www.realadventxo.uk 

Remember there is free deLivery if you order a case 
direct from us. 

Shops -Tesco (larger stores-calendars only) and 
independent retailers such as Traidcraft, Eden.co.uk 
b CLC shops have supplies. For details visit our 
website www.realadvent.co.uk 




ALSO AVAILABLE 


The Meaningful Treat Pack 
- A Real Halloween Treat 

A new resource designed to help with mission work 
on, and leading up to, the eve of All Saints 
(Halloween). It is suitable for Light Parties, outreach 
events, schools and for children who trick or treat on 
31st October. 

Each pack contains a bag of Fairtrade miLk chocolate 
buttons, an 8 Challenge Activity Poster which 
includes: the theme of Light winning over darkness, 
colour and keep biblical poster, prayer challenge, 
national hero competition, quiz and a Fairtrade 
challenge. 

£30 a box-30 packs inside-£l a pack. Leaders 
guide incLuded. Buy at www.realhalloween.org 



Meaningful Crackers 

These are the UK's first Fairtrade certificated 
crackers and will look magnificent on the table. 

Full colour hat, eco friendly snap, bag of milk 
chocolate buttons and a fun Christmas table quiz 
in each cracker. Six crackers per box. RRP £9,99. 

Host of Angels Decs 

Each box contains six solid chocolate angeL 
decorations, a colour in' Christmas story activity 
poster and a Christmas story sticker set. RRP £3.99 

Buy these and all our products at 

www, meaningfulchocoLatexo.uk 
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>asted in England 
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FREE TICKETS TO CRE 


(Christian Resources Exhibition) 
see details on our website 


MEET US AT STAND FC6 




FAIRTRADE HOT CHOCOLATE 


BIODEGRADABLE 
& RECYCLABLE 


INSTANT ORGANIC 


FAIRTRADE COFFEE 
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ALL COFFEE MACHINES 


FAIRTRADE SlQRGANIC TEAS 


HEALTHY 

SNACKS- 


BIODEGRADABLE 
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£7# 
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OPEN PRICING AND EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE 
FREE DELIVERY - NEXT WORKING DAY 
ACCOUNT CUSTOMERS WELCOME 

(8) SIMPLY CALL US! 


SWITCH TO KINGDOM LIKE THOUSANDS OF CHURCHES AND START SAVING NOW! 

ORDER ONLINE @ WWW.KINGDOMCOFFEE.CO.uk 


SECURED BY: 


s^rp pay 


PayPal VISA ® ® 


OR CALL NOW!!! 
01189 86 87 86 











Comment letters & News 



Archways to the Kingdom Hundreds flock to the first Festival of Preaching 


by Graeme Fancourt 

T he Church as the pillar 
of the community is a 
well-established image 
of an institution that 
does so much good that people 
cant miss it. It dominates as 
a model of what the church 
should look like, and there are 
some that hope to return to 
the days when the Church can 
stand proud once again. 

In some ways, there is 
nothing wrong with that image. I wonder, though, 
whether a society so marked by its atomisation will be 
affected by a Church striving to be the most impressive 
in a market place of other groups and religions. Does the 
Church really want to play that game, especially as the 
Church is now a bit of a wobbly pillar? Of course, with 
enough money, we could make all of our churches look 
terribly attractive, but is that really what we are called to 
do and be? 

What if falling from being the pillar of the community 
was not a disaster, but an opportunity to discover 
our calling anew? I’d like to suggest that, as most of 
our churches are wobbling and crumbling from being 
pillars of the community, we don’t need to lament, 
panic, or give up. Could it be that God is laying out a 
different vocation in front of us, not to be pillars of the 
community, but archways to the Kingdom? 

As churches begin to crumble, they need not fall 
into a pile of rubble, but rather fall towards others in 
their communities. At first this may seem like a loss in 
confidence, as if the Church needs others to prop it up; 
but such a view has more to do with the idol of self- 
sufficiency, rather than faith in the Lord God. As we lean 
into others in the community, sharing in projects and 
common aims, we create archways under which people 
can glimpse the Kingdom. 

“...the opportunity to encounter 
the Christ who is the capstone ...” 

Whenever Jesus invited people to a feast, it was always 
at someone else’s house, always leaning on the hospitality 
of others. These meals enabled people to glimpse the 
Kingdom of which Jesus spoke. Similarly, as people and 
groups come to lean into a Church which is postured 
towards the community, they are given the opportunity 
to encounter the Christ who is the capstone drawing them 
together into his kingdom. A church that forms archways 
often enables unlikely and unexpected partnerships to 
be made through which very different people can explore 
their vocation as beloved children of God. In these spaces, 
the feast is tasted, the gospel is shared, the creed takes 
flesh, and the kingdom is glimpsed. If that is the hope of 
the local Church, then it really might be the hope of the 
world. 

The Revd Graeme Fancourt is the Area Dean of 
Reading and the Vicar of the St Luke’s with St 
Bartholomew’s Benefice. 



Correction 

The list of ministers given for All Saints Wokingham 
in the September Prayer Diary was incorrect. The 
correct list is: David Hodgson, Anna Harwood, Colin 
James, John Boylan and Jason Bowles. 



by Sarah Meyrick 

FOUR hundred and fifty clergy and 
lay preachers came to Christ Church 
Oxford this month to take part in the 
first ever Festival of Preaching hosted 
by the College, the Cathedral and St 
Aldate’s Church. 

The 48-hour festival was organised 
by the Church Times and Canterbury 
Press, part of the Hymns A&M 
group, and featured a top line-up of 
internationally respected speakers. 
These included the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell, Bishop of Chelmsford, and 
well known in the Diocese of Oxford 
from his time as Bishop of Reading, 
and the Revd Dr Sam Wells, Vicar of 
St Martin-in-the-Fields in London, 
who spoke at the last diocesan clergy 
conference in 2014. 

Bishop Stephen spoke with passion 
and energy about the craft of 
preaching and the importance of being 
heard. One comment he often hears 
at the church door is, “Thank you. I 


heard every word, 

Bishop.” Either, he 
said, this meant 
it was a terrible 
sermon, and the 
listener couldn’t 
think of anything 
else to say; or 
the comment 
suggested that 
being able to hear 
every word was a 
novel experience. 

He also stressed 
the importance of 
storytelling, and 
debunked the idea 
that congregations had short attention 
spans. “Just think about stand-up 
comedians,” he said. “They fill arenas 
and sometimes talk for two hours.” 

Other speakers included Nadia 
Bolz-Weber, an ordained Lutheran 
pastor from Denver and the author 
of two New York Times bestsellers; 


Paula Gooder, Director of Mission 
Learning and Development for the 
Diocese of Birmingham; Canon Mark 
Oakley, Chancellor of St Paul’s; the 
Dean of Christ Church, the Very Revd 
Professor Martyn Percy; and the Revd 
Dr Joanna Collicutt who is the Oxford 
Diocesan Adviser on the Spiritual Care 
for Older People as well as a lecturer at 
Ripon College Cuddesdon. 


Dazzle Festival enriches Reading 


by Gary Collins 

EAST Reading has been dazzled 
by an innovative 10-day Festival of 
community, imagination and ideas 
run by St John & St Stephen’s Church 
(StJ&StS) in Newtown. 

Dazzle Festival was a collaboration 
with Reading’s Festival of the Dark. 
Through art, theatre, concerts, 
talks, film and meditations the 
community explored the complex 
yet affirming role of darkness when 
thinking about faith, environment, 
community, education and 
humanity. Kate Raworth inspired a 
large audience when she spoke on 
Doughnut Economics; a radical way 
to think about money, worth and the 
environment in a broken system. 

The Revd Vincent Gardner, vicar 
of StJ&StS said: ’’This week has 
demonstrated that ’mission' is a 
misnomer; the Church must simply 
engage with the community by being 
human and at this time we urgently 



Kate Raworth speaks on Doughnut 
Economics. Photo: Chris Jupp 


need to be ’’realistic" otherwise 
where’s the fun in it all?" 

On the final Saturday Dazzle 
Thinking invited an eclectic group 
of thinkers and activists. Highlights 
included Kester Brewin speaking 
on mutiny , risk and education, Alison 
Webster, the Diocese of Oxford’s 
social responsibility adviser, on 


transgression and shadows, Colin 
Heber-Percy on the philosophy of 
Dazzling Darkness Under the Skin, 
community gardener Dave Richards 
on the Digger's Revolt and Prof Helen 
Bilton on Taking Education Outdoors. 

New friendships and new 
conversations were started and 
will hopefully nurture energy to 
invigorate and inspire our local 
streets, schools and parks. A final 
Dan Flavin-inspired fluorescent 
meditation provided space to reflect 
on themes of darkness, light and 
disorientation. 

Dazzle has begun to imagine 
something novel and realistic; both 
impolite and exciting. Through art, 
imagination, disorientating ideas, 
risk, hospitality and activism it has 
provided clues and signposts for 
a sustainable future and enriched 
community in East Reading. 

The Revd Gary Collins, Curate is 
the curate at StJ&StS. 
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...continued from page 16 

Since then she’s launched TechPixies, 
the organisation that sparked the 
Prime Minister’s interest. TechPixies 
will have helped 100 mums to return 
to work by July next year. Joy believes 
the £16,000 grant for the TechPixies 
pilot was a gift from God. “We worked 
hard but it couldn’t have happened 
without divine intervention,” says Joy. 

Meanwhile, Joy has taken up 
triathlon, and has a fourth goal; 
qualifying for Kona. Kona is the 
famous Ironman triathlon world 
championship race in Hawaii. It is 


notoriously hard for even the most 
talented and dedicated long-distance 
triathletes to qualify. “I was 36 when 
I read the book Qualifying for Kona by 
Raymond Brett. If you are going to 
have goals they might as well be lofty 
ones. It isn’t about the end result but 
the journey they take you on.” 

Joy describes both her faith and 
her career as a roller coaster. “There 
are mountains and valleys. I have 
a personal goal, that one day, I will 
go through a challenging period 
without a single worry. I haven’t 
managed it yet but with God’s help, I 


hope to do it one day,” she adds. 

Joy and Tim have two children, 
Heidi, seven and Asher, six. Joy 
worships at St Mary’s in Iffley 
where she helps run the children’s 
programme. 


See: https://techpixies.com/and 
https://madewithjoy.org/ to find 
out more about Joy’s work. 
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16 God in the life of... 



ENTREPRENEUR and athlete Joy 
Foster tells Jo Duckies about 
sport, business, her family and 
how she regained her Christian 
faith out of tragedy. 

I met Joy at the Wheelhouse, an office 
space by day and pub by night, in 
east Oxford. Just days before she 
had posted a photo on Facebook of 
herself outside 10 Downing Street. The 
Government was curious to see how Joys 
company, TechPixies, was getting on 
following a surprise visit from Theresa 
May earlier in the year. 

“When I found out the Prime Minister 
was coming to meet me, I was so nervous 
that my first reaction was to turn to 
prayer. I knew a visit from Theresa May 
might catapult us into the spotlight, and 
it did. The night before we met, I was on 
the phone to the Revd Andrew McKearney, 
the vicar of my church in Iffley, asking him 
to pray that what I said would accurately 
represent the needs of women returning to 
work and be taken seriously,” says Joy. 

That prayer must have been answered 
as Joy has recently returned to Downing 
Street to speak to a key advisor about why 
the TechPixies programme works and to 
discuss ways to help women return to 
work after a career break. Born in Denver, 
Colorado, Joy was brought up a Christian, 
attending church-led summer camps. 

It was a Rotary International French 
exchange at the age of 15 that saw her first 
question her beliefs. 

“The family I stayed with weren’t 
Christians but were doing amazing 
work helping children and adults with 
special needs go to school and to work, to 
function in society. I saw these amazing 
people doing work for disadvantaged 
people. I couldn’t understand why they 
would go to hell and I wouldn’t because 
what they believed in was different.” 

Unable to believe in the ‘black and white’ 
Christianity she had grown up with, Joy 
says she went into the wilderness with 
God until her early 20s. But when her dad 
took his own life she began to worry about 


life after death. “Dad died on the operating 
table during open-heart surgery. They 
brought him back to life but he suffered air 
to his brain which caused him to become 
depressed. The anti-depressants they 
prescribed him made him worse and he 
lost control of his decisions. 

“Some fundamentalists believe that if you 
kill yourself you don’t go heaven. I was scared 
and found myself worrying about it. That’s 
when I had my first real vision of Jesus. I 
dreamt that he came to me and told me not 
to worry because Dad was in heaven.” 

Joy decided she was “back” as a Christian 
and made a radical career change. Deciding 
life was too short to sit in an office looking 
at numbers, she gave up a lucrative job 
as a trading assistant at a major financial 
firm to pursue a dream of going to the 
Olympics. Joy was a rower who had 
won Women’s Henley in 2001 when she 


was studying in the UK. “I was a strong 
club rower, but not good enough for the 
Olympic team, so I switched to archery,” 
she says. 

The start of Joy’s archery career 
coincided with her baptism, and a journey 
that would transform her prayer life. 
Training with the number one coach in the 
world, Joy became the fifth best archer 
in America, falling just short of standard 
required for the Olympic team. 

“I moved into the Olympic Training 
Centre wanting only to make the Olympic 
team and left understanding that the best 
way to live is to be ready and open to what 
God has in store,” says Joy. 

Through archery, Joy re-connected with 
rower Tim Foster MBE who had won gold 
with James Cracknell, Matthew Pinsent 
and Steve Redgrave in the 2000 Olympics. 

“We had dated years earlier when I lived 


in London. I was running the Olympic 
news service for Archery in Beijing in 
2008. Tim and I hadn’t seen each other for 
years. We went out for dinner in Beijing 
and two weeks later we were engaged. The 
chance of that happening without divine 
orchestration is probably a million to one. 

“...the best way to live is 
to be ready and open to 
what God has in store.” 

“I didn’t make the Olympic team but 
I came home with an Olympic gold 
medallist who is the love of my life, and an 
extremely reliable and supportive partner 
in both family life and business pursuits.” 

Joy’s first experiences in 
entrepreneurship happened in 2009 
when Tim was based in Switzerland. As a 
‘trailing spouse’, she did not speak German 
or understand local culture. She became a 
mother and to avoid becoming isolated at 
home, she welcomed an invitation from a 
friend at the church to work on a website 
dedicated to helping ex-pats connect with 
the local area. 

The website was a success growing 
from 400 hits in the first year to 130,000 
hits five years later. “It was a total God 
thing. The website has carried on and is 
now a community organisation with a 
community centre serving 5,000 people,” 
says Joy. 

When the Fosters returned to the UK, 
Joy had secured a job working in digital 
marketing in London but was made 
redundant. So, after securing a grant to 
start social enterprise, she formed Made 
with Joy. The company started running 
three years ago as a web development 
agency and has helped teenagers and 
adults with learning disabilities and 
mental illness gain new skills and return 
to work. 

Around this time Joy set herself three 
goals; to be happily married, to be there 
for her children and to be successful in 
business. 

Continued on page 15... 



"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
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FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 
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ROBEMAKERS 
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Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 
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www.taylorsofoxford.com 
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ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration and 
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panels 
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stained glass 

Expert church window and 
stained glass cleaning service, 
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'Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God' 


Church on Sunday can feel worlds away from our day-to-day lives. We asked two Christians to tell us how their lives connect with their faith 
for our Whatever You Do prayer initiative. 


James Killen from St Edburg's in 
Bicester shares an insight into 
his faith and his role as a father. 

I grew up in a loving Christian family; 
my faith has provided the building 
blocks for the successes and support 
in my life. I have not always had an 
active relationship with God though. 

Today I have four wonderful children, all 
similar and all different. In my day-to-day 
role as a dad my goal is for them to know 
I love them and Jesus loves them. I have 
been a father for almost 10 years. It is an 
intriguing role, there is no formal training 
and you are your own boss. The hours 
are long, with the job changing rapidly, 
especially over the first few years. 

A year before I became a dad I decided 
to attend a service at St Edburg’s Church, 
Bicester. As I sat and listened, it seemed 
that both the Gospel reading and the 
sermon that followed were speaking 
directly to me. I learned God works 
through others and my faith began to 
grow. I started to feel less lost and more 
hopeful across my life. 

My first child was born in December 
2007. 1 felt ready to be a dad and threw 
myself into attending to his every need. 


As our first son got towards his second 
birthday, we began to see noticeable 
differences with his peers. Our child was 
more temperamental, less developed and 
silent. When he turned three we learnt 
he had an unknown’ disability. He was 
unable to communicate, struggling with 
co-ordination and comprehension and 
was now very different from his peers. It 
was of course very upsetting but stepping 
back and reflecting in faith I felt blessed, 
entrusted with a child who would need 
extra help, every day. (At some bed-times 
my blessed feeling can still be pushed to 
the edge.) 

In those early moments, when I felt 
things where getting too much for me, 

I would see God in action, sometimes 
leading me, sometimes supporting me. 

It was not long before our second child 
was more advanced than our first; I began 
a father-to-son chat to share with our 
second child that his brother was disabled. 
I shouldn’t have bothered. He had worked 
it out and explained it back to me better 
than I was trying to him. As Christians 
we are often referred to as the children 
of God. As adults, I think we forget to be 
like children. We carry our baggage, our 
history and our worry, losing sight of the 
wonder of God’s creation. 


As a working father, I try to make the 
most of each moment with the children. 

I sometimes get this wrong, especially 
after a long day in my paid work, but I 
know I have a place to go, I know Jesus 
forgives. At bedtime, we use a prayer with 
actions together and we sometimes talk 
about other things we would like to pray 
for. As a Father, I want my children to see 
me as a positive example - loving, caring, 
sharing - but I also need them to see my 
faith, to see how my faith helps me daily in 
celebration and sadness. I have not found 
this easy, I am getting better, knowing I 
cannot control everything, learning that 
the more control I give to God the better 
father I will be. 

Prayer points: 

• For forgiveness for when, as a father, I get things wrong 

• For those with no food. That those in need of food find it, those bringing food to 
those in hunger are filled with God's spirit, and that I do what I can do to make a 
difference today. 

• Thank you God for all you have provided. Thank you for being with us in 
celebration and sadness. I ask you to help all fathers learn from you and open 
their lives to your guidance, so that our children know our faith helps us every 
day to be a better father. 

• Prayer with actions to share - "God be in my head and in my thinking, God be in 
my hands and in my doing, God be in my heart and in my loving"- Amen 



Sam Partington on working in 
the computer industry. 

W ith a background in 

computer science, for the 
past five years I’ve been 
working for a web agency as 
a backend web developer. The main part 
of my work involves writing code which 
runs “behind the scenes” of our clients’ 
website, giving them their functionality. 

I feel very strongly about my faith 
making a difference in the workplace. I’m 
very fortunate to work in a fairly small 
company which is sociable, friendly and 
open. This means that I can get to know 
my colleagues quite well, and sometimes 
move beyond the usual “how was your 
weekend” small talk. In the past, God 
has provided some exciting opportunities 
to talk quite openly about faith with my 
colleagues, and even the chance to meet 
up with some at lunchtime to discuss the 
book The Reason for God by Timothy Keller 
and the Uncover study of John’s gospel. 
Such discussions are really exciting and 
challenging, but I hope that I can live out 
my faith in smaller ways too, whether 
or not I have the chance for such deep 
conversations. 

I try hard to be an encouragement to 
those I work with, whether that’s helping 


with technical challenges, offering to pray 
for people, or buying chocolate! 

The technology industry has a definite 
diversity problem, with women leaving 
the profession at twice the rate of men, 
and some recent high-profile cases of 
alarming sexism and racism. Thankfully, 
the company I work for understands the 
importance of changing the culture and is 
making a positive difference in this area. 

“...God has provided 
some exciting 
opportunities to talk 
quite openly about 
faith...” 

I feel that working to change attitudes 
and empower under-represented groups 
is a real reflection of God’s care for 
individuals and heart for justice and I’m 
keen to do more to help here. Another 
area where I feel able to make a difference is 
in environmental initiatives. For example, 
increasing options for recycling in our 
office and encouraging the company to use 
electricity from renewable sources And 
finally, I really value the chance to get 
involved with the Open Source movement 


(making code available for others to use 
and contribute to) and I’m keen to explore 
this kind of collaboration and openness 
further. One particular aim for me is to 
be an encouragement and support to 
those who use the code that we publish 
in this way (answering their technical 
queries, for example). Another is to make 
the experience of contributing to our 
Open Source projects easier and more 
welcoming, as diversity within the Open 
Source world is even worse than in the 
tech industry as a whole. 

I’ve got a lot to learn, but I hope to 
grow in a deeper and more holistic 
understanding of the gospel and to take 
the opportunities I’m given to join in with 
what God is doing! 

Sam worships at St Swithun’s, 
Kennington and Christ Church Long 
Furlong in Abingdon. 



Prayer points: 

• For all who feel isolated or victimised in their jobs, in the technology industry or 
elsewhere 

• That I would better understand how my day-to-day programming work can be 
something I do for God, not just the more obvious missional activities 

• For the impact of technology on society — that the benefits would be shared by 
all, and that we would be wise in avoiding the pitfalls 

• For those who see the Christian faith as irrational or prejudiced, that God would 
bring them into contact with people who would challenge their misconceptions 
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October prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local condit 



Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

‘My heart exults in the Lord; my 
strength is exalted in my God.’ 

1 Samuel 2:1 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 2 Shrivenham and Ashbury: 
Richard Hancock, Norma Fergusson 
and Richard Fergusson. For our autumn 
Alpha course starting today. For the 
Longcot 800 Project and St Andrews 
Shrivenham Restoration Project. 
Shrivenham Primary School, Ashbury 
Primary School and Longcot and 
Fernham Primary School. 

TUESDAY 3 Great Coxwell with Bus cot, 
Coleshill and Eaton Hastings: David 
Williams, Esme Buller, Jan Hall, 

Graham Martin and John Shearer. For 
the development of lay discipleship and 
the discernment and nurturing of gifts 
within the benefice. For the further 
development of our links with the 
National Trust, a major landowner in 
the benefice, especially for our outreach 
to visitors. 

WEDNESDAY 4 Stanford in the Vale 
with Goosey and Hatford: Paul Eddy 
and Jill Smith. For wisdom and energy 
to make the most of the increase in the 
church community from 115-305 over 
the last 18 months via Mens Ministry 
and Messy Church. For the fundraising 
for the reordering of St Denys Church. 
For good applicants for the roles of 
vicar’s secretary and families’ worker. 
Stanford in the Vale Primary School. 

THURSDAY 5 Uffington, Shellingford, 
Woolstone and Baulking: Beryl Packer 
and Sue Saunders. For an ongoing sense 
of co-operation and goodwill among 
the staff, pupils, parents and governors 
of our two church primary schools, 
especially in difficult times financially. 
For all who lead our family services 
which rotate across our benefice 
churches, that they may continue to be 
a blessing to all who come and continue 
to attract families known and unknown 
to us. Uffington Primary School and 
Shellingford Primary School. 

FRIDAY 6 Deanery of Witney: Toby 
Wright, Kevin Rillie, Mandy Studley, 
David Eaton, Sally Wright and Jeff Hill. 
For the new patterns of ministry within 
the deanery to bear fruit and to enable 
us to draw others to the power of the 


gospel. For our ministry to schools, 
especially our Prayer Spaces work, that 
these events might be a lens to the 
kingdom and awaken a love of Christ. 

SATURDAY 7 Shill Valley and 
Broadshire: Harry Maclnnes and Karen 
Young. For those being confirmed at 
our confirmation service on 8 October 
at St Matthews, Langford. For an 
art and stone sculpture exhibition 
at St Peters Church, Filkins on 21 
October. St Peters Infant School and St 
Christophers School. 

MONDAY 9 Brize Norton and Carterton 
(Team Ministry): Bill Blakey, James 
Maddern, Ian Howard, Lyndsay Baker 
and Liz Wood. For new groups for the 
bereaved and lonely. For the ministry 
team and our work with RAF padres. St 
John the Evangelist Primary School. 

TUESDAY 10 Burford with Fulbrook 
and Taynton, Asthall with Swinbrook 
and Widford: Richard Coombs, Cedric 
Reavley, Robert Wain wright, Roy 
Tarbox and John Leach. For the launch 
of a new congregation in Swinbrook 
this month; that they would delight 
together in Gods love. For the outreach 
course Life Explored and those who 
have recently put their faith in Christ; 
that they might be firmly established in 
the truth. 

WEDNESDAY 11 Cogges and South 
Leigh: Simon Kirby, Nick Pike, Rich 
White, David Smith, Heidi Gower, 
Kirsty Morgan, Marilyn Graves, 


Ian Smith and Richard Young. For 
renovation work to our church centre 
to be completed quickly and to a high 
standard, allowing us to better serve 
the church and the local community. 

For Simon as he returns from his 
sabbatical and adjusts to parish life and 
ministry; that he might have wisdom 
as he communicates what God has been 
speaking to him about and how we can 
respond. The Blake Primary School. 

THURSDAY 12 Ducklington with 
Hardwick: Paul Boddam-Whetham, 
David Adams and Ian Paul. For unity 
within the fellowship as we explore 
different understanding and ways of 
expressing ourselves in worship. For 
courage and faith to take the hope and 
joy of the gospel into our community. 
Ducklington Primary School. 

FRIDAY 13 Lower Windrush: Andrew 
Tweedy, Billie Tweedy and Alison Shaw. 
Standlake Primary School and Stanton 
Harcourt Primary School. 

SATURDAY 14 Minster Lovell: For the 
churchwardens, Judith and Kirsty, as 
they lead the congregation through a 
time of change. For a smooth transition 
to the new benefice of Witney with 
Minster Lovell and for all involved. 

Give thanks for the continuing good 
relationship with local Methodists. St 
Kenelm’s Primary School. 

MONDAY 16 North Leigh: Margaret 
Dixon, Nick Pike and Betty Harvey. 

For our work with children and young 



Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 



people, especially our work with North 
Leigh School, Kidzone and NL Youth 
Project. That we can discern how we 
should develop our various outreach 
works across the parish. North Leigh 
Primary School. 

TUESDAY 17 Hedsor with Bourne End: 
Janet Binns and Lyn Gooch. For a good 
response for our Alpha course. For our 
benefice awayday and Mission Action 
Plan review; that PCC members attend 
and are inspired and encouraged as we 
meet together. 

WEDNESDAY 18 Witney: Toby 
Wright, Vanessa Whiffin, Joy Hance, 
Mark Thomas, Sally Wright, Joanna 
Collicutt, Ross Meikle, David Exham, 
Sally Down, Rosemary Peirce and 
Jonathan Brooks. For the Parish of 
Witney as we reach out to those who 
are yet to be convinced of the truth 
of the gospel and the reality of Gods 
self-giving, dynamic love. For those 
children to be admitted to receive the 
sacrament later in the year; that they 
may know the presence of the risen 
Christ through this gift. St Marys 
Infants School, The Batt Primary 
School and Hailey Primary School. 

THURSDAY 19 Deanery of Wantage: 
Jason St John Nicolle, Hugh Rees, 
Sarah Shackle ton and Roger Williams. 
For the new housing developments 
on the Grove airfield site and at Crab 
Hill; that the public and private sector 
may work together effectively for the 


Coming and Goings 

The Revd James Talbot has been 
appointed Associate Minister of 
Broughton; The Revd Catherine Butt 

has been appointed Vicar of St Frideswide, 
Water Eaton; The Revd Christopher 
Huxtable has been appointed Rector 
of Funtington with West Stoke and 
Sennicotts in the Diocese of Chichester; 
The Revd Dr Grant Bayliss has been 
appointed Diocesan Canon Precentor; The 
Revd Olushola Aoka has been appointed 
Team Vicar of Langley Marish; The Revd 
Mark Meardon has been appointed 


common good. For the ongoing work and 
vision of the Deanery Christian Social 
Justice group. 

FRIDAY 20 Ridgeway: Leonora Hill. For 
all who serve and are being called to 
serve in the Ridgeway Benefice. For the 
first meeting of all our PCCs under one 
roof. The Ridgeway Primary School 

SATURDAY 21 Vale: John Durrant, 

Alec Gill, George Moody, Meg Joyce, 

Sue Powditch and John Robertson. For 
positive progress on our building projects 
to improve our facilities, making each 
more accessible and user friendly; to 
achieve our vision to develop community 
and share the love of Jesus. For wisdom 
and ingenuity in our work among young 
people and families. St Nicholas Primary 
School, Grove Primary School and St 
James Primary School. 

MONDAY 23 Wantage Benefice: John 
Slater and Orazio Camaioni. For the 
reordering of Holy Trinity Church, 
Charlton, and the new possibilities it 
will bring for its congregation, for the 
parish and the wider community. For our 
local Street Pastors and their important 
work in our town. We are particularly in 
need of people who would sustain their 
ministry with prayer when they go out 
on our streets. Wantage Primary School. 

TUESDAY 24 Wantage Downs: Elizabeth 
Birch. For our family services and for 
outreach to families in our benefice. 
Hendreds Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 25 Deanery of Wycombe: 
Dave Bull, Graeme Slocombe, Nigel 
Peach, Joanna Howard, Jane Chaffey, 
Mary Gurr and Ben Whitaker. For the 
newly elected Synod and Mission and 
Pastoral team, for the Lords anointing to 
serve the deanery. For wisdom, unity and 
courage as the new Deanery Plan is put 
into action. 

THURSDAY 26 Flackwell Heath: 
Christopher Bull, Martin Courtney, 
Margot Suter and Sue Simpson. For our 


Vicar of Hazlemere; The Revd Coralie 
Mansfield has been appointed Priest in 
Charge of the SCAN parishes/benefice. 

The following have been given permission 
to officiate: The Revd Dr Paula Clifford; 
The Revd Stephen Coe; The Revd 
Canon Keith Ward; The Revd Richard 
Thompson; Revd David Bevington; The 
Revd Thomas Farrell. 

We recall with sadness the death of The 

Revd John Hull. 


work with children, youth and families 
as we restructure in response to our 
Mission Action Plan process. For our 
Alpha courses, as we encourage people on 
our fringe to explore faith in Jesus. 

FRIDAY 27 Great Marlow with Marlow 
Bottom, Little Marlow and Bisham: 

Dave Bull, Sarah Fitzgerald, Graham 
Watts, Sami Watts, Gabrielle Smith, 
Roland Slade, John Smith, Anna Clarke 
and Helen Godwin. For Spirit-led 
discussions as the leadership teams in 
the parish refresh the vision for all four 
churches. For a wholehearted response to 
invitations to the community, including 
Alpha courses and small groups. Bisham 
Primary School, Little Marlow School, 
Holy Trinity School and Marlow Infant 
School. 

SATURDAY 28 Hambleden Valley: 

Stephen Southgate, Sue Morton, Susan 
Brice, John Kimberley, Jenny Roughan 
and Annette Jackson. For harvest 
festivals and community lunches in the 
valley. For our outdoor animal blessing at 
Turville. Frieth Combined School. 

MONDAY 30 Hazlemere: Clive Collier, 
Mark Meardon, Dominic Meering, 

Sam Granger, Derek Hopwood, Alison 
Tuddenham and Trevor Edwards -Tucker. 
Give thanks for the smooth transition 
of leadership in our church and for 
the Revd Clive Collier, who has led the 
church faithfully for over 35 years and 
retires next year. For the Revd Mark 
Meardon; for Gods guidance and wisdom 
as he takes on this new role. Hazlemere 
Combined School. 

TUESDAY 31 Bampton with Clanfield: 
David Lloyd, Tessa Kuin Lawton, Celia 
Humphreys and Dennis Piper. For the 
parish as it begins an interregnum: that 
we may discern the right candidate to 
serve as vicar. For ongoing work with 
the three church schools, maintaining 
and strengthening links. Aston and 
Cote Primary School, Bampton Primary 
School and Clanfield Primary School. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 1 Pray for those in the Human Resources 
department at Church House Oxford 

SUNDAY 8 Bishop Steven confirming at St Giles, Oxford; 
Bishop Colin confirming at Eynsham and Cassington; 
Bishop Alan confirming in Wycombe Deanery. 

SUNDAY 15 Bishop Colin confirming at Charlbury; Bishop 
Alan confirming at Burnham and Slough Deanery. 

SUNDAY 22 Bishop Andrew confirming at Reading 


Minster; Bishop Alan confirming in Amersham Deanery. 

SUNDAY 29 Bishop Colin confirming in the Cherwell 
Valley. 

Links 

Prayers from Christian Concern for One World: www.ccow. 
org.uk/weekly-prayer-email/ 

Topical prayers from the Church of England: www. 

churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/topical- 

prayers.aspx 
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w: www.timeassured.com 
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COMMUNION LINEN 


The finest purificators, palls, lavabo 

towels, corporals - at affordable prices 

Made by Zimbabwe Mothers’ Union 
In support of its outreach work in 
the Anglican church there. 

MATABELELAND CHURCH LINENS 
11 Margetts Close, Kenilworth, CV8 1EN 
Email: matabelelinens@gmail.com 



St Columba's House -Jh 

Retreat and Conference Centre w 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 
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Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

ANNUAL MULTI TRIP COVER 

now and beat the 2018 price increases 


Buy r 


LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 

available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2018 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 


UK 

BASED 

Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 

Si 



Comfortable, welcoming guesthouse within 
a gentle stroll of town centre and sea. Well 
furnished ensuite rooms. Home cooking. Non 
smoking. Charming surroundings and large 
private car park. 

OCTOBER SPECIAL 

Four nights halfboard £160 per person. 

To book or for more information call 
01395 513861 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 



Casa Oleander 

Luxury 3 Bedroom Villa 


Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro, Portugal. 
Own pool, all Mod Cons 
Golf, Tennis, Free Wifi. 

Tel: 02380 265 683 

brialdon50@gmail.com 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



ST. MARY'S CONVENT wantage 


St Mary's Convent offers a variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet Days and Group Retreats. 
Also, Conference facilities and private stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the Eucharist and Daily office in 
St Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 

Tel: 01235 763141 

Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 

www.csmv.co.uk 


For the Lord your God is a 
merciful God. He will not 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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Events in October 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the November issue is Monday 2 October. 



SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER 

Abingdon: Hog Roast and music 
night with fun and games in aid 
of Abingdon Passion Play 2019 at 
Christ Church, Northcourt Road, 
5-10pm. Tickets in advance from 
the Bookstore, Abingdon or online: 
www.abingdonpassionplay.org. 
uk/news-and-e vents/ (via Ticket 
Tailor) for £10; £12 on the door 
(under 16s free). 

Milton Keynes: Big Book Sale 
at Christ the Vine Community 
Church, Jonathans, Coffee 
Hall MK6 5EG. 10am - 1pm. 
Refreshments available. In aid 
of roof fund. Contact: david@ 
woughton.org. 

Woodstock: Family History Fair 
at Woodstock School organised 
by the Oxfordshire Family 
History Society. Get help with 
your research, particularly in 
Oxfordshire but also in other 
counties. A variety of subject 
experts will be present. Browse 
and buy books, CDs, maps, 
postcards and materials from 
specialist companies. 10am-4pm. 
Free entry and parking. See www. 
ofhs.org.uk/fair.html, email: 
fair@ofhs.org.uk or call Angie 
Trueman on 01488 71714 for more 
information. 

East Challow: Flower Festival, 
10.30am-4pm (Sunday l-4pm) 
in aid of St Nicholas’ Church 
reordering fund. Coffees, lunches 
and cream teas in the village 
hall, where there is also a sale of 
artworks. 

THURSDAY 12 OCTOBER 

Oxford: Reflections on The 
Dream of Gerontius y Christ Church 
Cathedral, 8. 00-9. 30pm, starting 
with refreshments at 7.45pm. 
Explore the journey from life 
through death and beyond, 
through the lens of Newman’s 
poem ‘The Dream of Gerontius’ 
and Elgar’s music. Includes a 
recognition of anxieties around 
dying and the benefits of good 
quality ‘end of life’ care. With 
contributions from Stephen 
Darlington, Director of Music at 
Christ Church, Angela Tilby, Canon 
Emeritus of Christ Church and Keri 
Thomas, internationally-known 
expert on ‘end of life’ care. See 
http://www.ocsg.uk.net for further 
details or contact Revd Georgie 
Simpson on 07803 031977. 

Faringdon: Has Science Killed 
God? Dr Sharon Dirckx is the 
speaker for this event at the 
Faringdon Corn Exchange. Talk 
starts at 7.30pm. Visit www. 
allsaints faringdon.org.uk for more 
information on this and other 
events in the Science and Faith: Big 
Questions series. Free entry. 

FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER 

Kidlington: The Osiligi Troupe of 
Maasai Warriors performing music 
and dance in St Mary’s Church, 
7.30pm. A fantastic opportunity 
to experience and enjoy the diverse 
culture of the Maasai. Tickets 
£12 (free for children under 16 
accompanied by an adult). To book 
see fosmk.org/future-events/ 


osiligi-maasai-warriors or contact 
Margaret (01865 375916, fosmk@ 
btinternet.com). 

SATURDAY 14 OCTOBER 

Aylesbury: Prison Hope. Listen to 
specialist speakers, visit stalls with 
information about organisations 
involved in prisoners’ welfare, 
find out more about volunteering 
in prisons/with ex-offenders. 
Vineyard Centre, Gatehouse Close, 
Aylesbury HP19 8DN. 2-5pm. See 
www.prisonhope.org.uk for more 
information. 

SUNDAY 15 OCTOBER 

Fringford: Autumn Leaves , an 
evening of music with Alaster 
Bentley, oboe, and Jane Bentley, 
cello, together with colleagues from 
the Royal Ballet Sinfonia. 6.00pm 
in Fringford Church. Tickets 
£12, to include a glass of wine 
and canapes during the interval. 
Parking on the village green, 

0X27 8DY. To book tickets ring 
01869 277310. Proceeds in aid of 
Fringford Church. 

Bicester: Sunday Afternoon 
Family Concert, 3.45pm, St 
Edburg’s Church. Trinity Camerata 
presents Babar The Elephant And 
Other Animals. Babar the Elephant 

- Poulenc; The Pink Panther 

- Mancini; The Wasps Overture - 
Vaughan Williams; Selection from 
Carnival of the Animals - Saints- 
Saens y and some surprise items. 
Animal masks, face painting and 
fancy dress encouraged! Adult 
tickets £10 on the door, all 
‘animals’ and children free. See 
www. trinitycamerata.org. 

TUESDAY 17 OCTOBER 

Benson: A Janaway Lecture: The 
Reformation (Part 1) at St Helen’s, 
7.30pm. The lecture is the first 
of three and will be given by 
the Tudor historian, author and 
broadcaster, John Murphy. Part 
1 will focus on the period from 
the accession of Henry VIII to 
the death of Thomas Cromwell in 
1540. Tickets £7 (students £5) 
can be obtained from Derry’s Den 
in Benson or by calling 01491 
200737/835927. 

FRIDAY 20 OCTOBER 

Oxford: Unicorn Ecumenical 
Group meeting with John 
Dunston speaking on Johann 
Sebastian Bach and the Jews. 


An exploration of contemporary 
Christian perception of the Jews 
and the impact that this had on 
Bach’s Passions in particular. 

The House of Saint Gregory and 
St Macrina, 1 Canterbury Road, 
Oxford. Tea and coffee are available 
from 12.30pm to drink with your 
own packed lunch before the talk 
at 1.00pm. The meeting closes at 
2.00pm. No booking is required. 
Donations to cover expenses are 
welcome. For queries contact 
Judith Baker, 07981 345125 or 
Ann Stedman, 01865 559179. 

SATURDAY 21 OCTOBER 

Oxford: The Penultimate Curiosity: 
How science swims in the slipstream 
of ultimate questions. This 
Christians in Science conference 
at the King’s Centre, Oxford has a 
great line up of international and 
local speakers. See www.cis.org.uk. 

Rotherfield Peppard: Music 
for an Autumn Evening at All 
Saints’ Church, 7.30 pm. Rebecca 
Bell (soprano) and Anthea Fry 
(piano). Refreshments. Retiring 
collection for Rotherfield Peppard 
Educational Charity. 

SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER 

Milton Keynes: One World Music 
Festival, Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone, 7pm to celebrate 
Milton Keynes’ 50th birthday and 
25 years of this city centre church. 
For more information contact 
a.gilbert@gsstudios.co.uk or text or 
call 07739 590436. 

SATURDAY 28 OCTOBER 

Woodley: Art and Craft Exhibition 
at Christ Church, Crockhamwell 
Road, Woodley, RG5 3LA, in 
aid of the Alzheimer’s Society. 

Stalls include refreshments and 
Traidcraft goods. l-4pm. Free 
entry, limited parking. 

Earley: Music in Worship: an 
integral element or an optional 
extra? A study day for clergy and 
musicians working together led by 
the Revd Canon Helen Bent, the 
Royal School of Church Music’s 
Head of Ministerial Training. 

10am -4pm. Cost: £10 for RSCM 
Members or Affiliates, £15 non- 
members. For further details visit 
www.rscm.com/area/berkshire or 
contact mary.delaney@btinternet. 
com/phone 0118 9403121. 








